
 

 

COMMISSIONER MEETING OF NOVEMBER 26, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Rochford, Commissioner 

Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Clerk and Borough Solicitor. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to approve the minutes to the following meetings: 

 

Work Sessions: March 19, 2018  March 4, 2019 

 April 5, 2018  March 18, 2019 

 January 7, 2019  April 3, 2019 

 February 19, 2019  April 15, 2019 
    

Commissioner Meeting: October 22, 2019 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich seconded the motion.  The Motion was approved as follows: 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich Abstain, as she was not a Commissioner at 

these meetings 

Commissioner Kasko Yes 

Mayor Rochford Yes 

 

The Borough Clerk announced the results of the Special Municipal Election portion of the 

November 5, 2019 General Election. 

 

Mayor Emeritus Jack Tarditi then swore in Colleen Bianco Bezich to fill the vacant 

Commissioner position. 

 

Resolution 2019-11-26-168 was then introduced, which assigned the departments to each 

of the Commissioners.  The resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

Next, Resolution 2019-11-26-169 was introduced, which listed the powers, duties and 

authorities for each of the Commissioners.  The resolution was approved unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Colleen Bianco Bezich then presented the following speech: 

 

On Saturday, November 30th, it will be four years since I gave birth to Luca, 

who clearly steals the show and is way more popular among Haddonfield 

residents, than me!  

 

Luca’s birth remains my biggest accomplishment, greatest joy and 

simultaneously the most frightening and physically damaging thing I’ve 

ever experienced in my life.  It forced me to question so much about my 

own strength, character and purpose, and ultimately, it is what led me to 

campaign for elected office. So, you see, Luca is largely the reason I stand 

before you this evening. 



 

 

 

When I was just 11 years old, I watched as Ruth Bader Ginsburg was sworn 

in as the second female justice of the United States Supreme Court, and first 

Jewish member since the 1960s.  I didn’t understand then what that would 

truly mean for a girl like me, who would grow up to pursue a law degree 

and work earnestly to espouse the ideals of equality, equity and responsive 

governance in my life’s work.   

 

At her swearing in, Justice Ginsburg said, “A system of justice will be the 

richer for diversity of background and experience. It will be the poorer, in 

terms of appreciating what is at stake and the impact of its judgments, if all 

of its members are cast from the same mold.” 

 

The same can be said for our local government.  I am extremely grateful 

for the opportunity to serve as the second female Commissioner in our 

Borough’s history, and honored to have taken the oath of office in front of 

the children of Haddonfield.  While my story is certainly not as impactful or 

historic as that of Justice Ginsburg, I hope that for at least one child or 

young adult in our own community, I am able to inspire a future of public 

service and demonstrate that everyone deserves a seat at the table, 

wherever decisions are being made about their lives and their loved ones. 

 

I am grateful to everyone in our community for their support and 

participation in this election. I am committed to representing ALL of our 

neighbors – because that is what we are – neighbors, as we move into 2020 

and beyond.  

 

I wish you all a very happy Thanksgiving, and a holiday season filled with 

peace, love, joy & gratitude. And, happy birthday, Luca! 

 

The proclamation naming November as World War II Remember Month was then 

presented to Al Peake and Tom Riley, Sr. of the Haddonfield American Legion, Post #38.  

Mr. Riley noted that Post #38 was established on July 23, 1919 and provided a brief history 

of the Post.  Mr. Peake stated that he signed up for the service on June 5, 1934.  He then 

commented generally on events during World War II. 

 

Police Chief Cutler then introduced the new Police Officers to be sworn in.  He noted that 

they had been approved by resolution at the previous Commissioner Meeting.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich then swore in the new officers – Conor Beckas and Kristin 

O’Neill. 

 

Mayor Rochford announced that Resolution 2019-11-26-170 authorizing the swearing in 

of a new Auxiliary Police Officer would be done in January. 

 

Ordinance 2019-16 was introduced for first reading, which amends a portion of 

Ordinance 2019-13 adopted earlier in the year regarding site design standards in §135-

77(C).  Mayor Rochford explained that this dealt with the water table requirements and 

the Borough Administrator further explained that this change allows footings to be 



 

 

placed in the water table as long as the floor is 18 inches above the table, whereas 

before the footings themselves had to be two feet above the water table. 

 

Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, asked if the Commissioners had consulted with an architect 

on the efficacy of the ordinance.  The Administrator replied they had, which was why 

these changes are being made.  Mr. Hess then asked if there were concerns about the 

increased costs to the residents.  The Administrator replied that they would be minor and 

the Zoning Officer would be able to adjust accordingly. 

 

As there were no further questions Mayor Rochford announced that the Public Hearing 

would be held at the December 17, 2019 regularly scheduled Commissioner Meeting.  

The Commissioners then voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading.  

Mayor Rochford announced that the Public Hearing would be held at the December 17, 

2019 regularly scheduled Commissioner Meeting. 

 

Ordinance 2019-17 was then introduced for first reading, which amends §173-14 to add 

a new section D regarding ticketing and court appearances for Property Maintenance 

issues.  The Borough Solicitor explained that this amendment makes it so that first time 

offenders of this code chapter will be able to pay a $50 fine.  However, a second offense 

within five years from the first offense will be required to appear in court.  The Solicitor 

then reviewed who this change could affect.  As there were no questions asked the 

Commissioners approved the ordinance on first reading.  Mayor Rochford announced 

that the Public Hearing would be held at the December 17, 2019 regularly scheduled 

Commissioner Meeting. 

 

Next, Ordinance 2019-18 was introduced for first reading, which repeals Code Chapter 

39 entitled Neighborhood Disputes Mediation Commission.  Mayor Rochford explained 

that this has not been used for a number of years and now residents have access to this 

type of service through the courts.  The Public Hearing on the ordinance would be held 

at the regularly scheduled Commissioner Meeting on December 17, 2019.  As there were 

no questions asked the Commissioner approved the ordinance unanimously on first 

reading. 

 

Ordinance 2019-19 was then introduced for first reading, which repeals the current 

Chapter 63 entitled Affordable Housing, and replaces it in its entirely with an updated 

version of the same.  Mayor Rochford provided a brief explanation and then announced 

that the Public Hearing would be held at the December 17, 2019 Commissioner Meeting. 

 

Tish Colombi, Heritage Road, in reference to the affordable housing plan for the Snowden 

Avenue site, asked what could be done to change the number of units at this site to 

something less than the 28 units currently being planned.  Mayor Rochford stated that 

there have been discussions about reducing the number of units to 20, but then we would 

have to put the remaining 8 units someplace else.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated 

that this change was allowed for within the plan. 

 

Lulu Fleming, Village Court, stated that she has concerns.  She would like to be able to 

stay in town and asked if seniors would be considered as eligible for the affordable 

housing.  Mayor Rochford noted that seniors do have the Tarditi Commons and we are 



 

 

looking at plan for Bancroft with 10 affordable units there.  Ms. Fleming asked if these 

would be rentals and if so, then would Haddonfield residents have priority in getting 

those.  Both the Mayor and Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that this could not 

happen because there are state laws that prohibit that to prevent discrimination.  

Discussions were then had about how Ms. Fleming could access affordable housing.  

Mayor Rochford also advised her to contact the Borough’s Tax Collector to get 

information about the senior freeze program.  Ms. Fleming then talked about the 

concerns expressed by the Board of Education regarding the potential for additional 

children in the school system because of the housing development at Bancroft.  Mayor 

Rochford replied that there has been no proof provided by the BOE that there will be a 

high number of new students because of this development.  Ms. Fleming then asked 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich what she meant when she previously talked about “other 

areas for affordable housing.”  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that certain landlords 

could convert their apartments or homes into affordable units and obtain credits, or 

subsidies, from the State and Borough to offset the loss in rental dollars.  However, the 

landlord would have to commit to such housing for 30 years.  

 

Mr. Murray, Potter Street, stated that the Borough had one year to reduce the number of 

units at Snowden Avenue site, of which we are already five months into.  He questioned 

by the Bancroft site is only 10 units when it is generating a need of 60 units.  Additionally, 

he is not happy with the Mayor for not answering him at a previous event.  He and the 

Mayor then discussed the higher density on the Snowden site than that at the Bancroft 

site.  Commissioner Kasko stated that the Borough could not force the Bancroft 

developer to do more than required by the State, but the Commissioners are committed 

to work on reducing the amount at the Snowden cite. 

 

Mr. Hess noted that there are other lots around town that maybe could be used for 

affordable housing and mentioned the Borough’s property on Styles Avenue as an 

example.  Both Mayor Rochford and the Borough Administrator provided a history of that 

lot and that is and was always intended to be a parking lot.  We are just waiting for the 

lights to be installed before officially opening it as such.  Mr. Hess then referenced a 

number of other locations that could potentially be used for affordable housing and 

asked if the 20% ratio was still applicable for such housing.  The Administrator replied that 

the percentage is 20% of any housing regardless of units.  Mr. Hess then talked about 

various items regarding affordable housing: 1) a recent Wall Street Journal article 

discussing the topics; 2) wanting the Commissioners to increase the affordable housing 

requirements; 3) that it is economically unfeasible to spread this housing around; and 4) 

in the recent Clarke Caton & Hintz presentations to the neighborhoods there was a push 

to indemnify the developer regarding affordable housing.  The Administrator replied that 

that last part is only when a development is 100% affordable because there are different 

rules for 1005 affordable development.  It is not the same for inclusionary projects.  Mr. 

Hess then asked who manages the compliance on these units.  He strongly advocates 

for local control through the creation of a housing authority.  He then talked about issues 

with the current affordable units in Kings Court and the issues that were faced when one 

became available.  The Administrator then provided the requirements for overseeing 

such units. 

 



 

 

Fran Gramkowski, West End Avenue, noted that the Kingsway Learning Center was not 

listed as a possible site.  The Administrator replied that due to the size and current buildings 

it was unrealistic to build there and for the added overlay, the site was not zoned for that 

use.  The Borough Solicitor stated that he had met with the owners there, who had talked 

to developers who told them it would be very costly to convert that site because of the 

type of buildings that are currently there, which is why they are having difficulties selling 

the property.  Mayor Rochford noted that the day care facility is continuing use of the 

site. 

 

As there were no further questions the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the 

ordinance on first reading.  Mayor Rochford announced that the Public Hearing would 

be held at the December 17th meeting. 

 

Ordinance 2019-20 was then introduced, which amends Chapter 135 entitled Land 

Development for zoning changes and the inclusion of zoning overlays with regards to 

affordable housing.  Mayor Rochford provided a brief explanation of the ordinance.  As 

there were no questions asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the 

ordinance on first reading.  Mayor Rochford stated that the Public Hearing would be held 

at the December 17, 2019 Commissioner Meeting. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to move resolutions 2019-11-26-171 through 2019-11-

26-181 into a consent agenda to be approved as one item.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners the voted unanimously to approve the following consent agenda 

with no questions asked. 

 

2019-11-26-171 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2019-11-26-172 Authorization to Issue checks – Overpayment of Taxes 

2019-11-26-173 Authorization to Turn Over Municipal Court Uncashed Checks for 

Haddonfield Municipal Court 

2019-11-26-174 Authorization to Award Contract – Animal Control Services 

2019-11-26-175 Authorization to Extend Contract for Animal Shelter Services – Voorhees 

Animal Shelter 

2019-11-26-176 Authorization to Extend Contract for Borough Solicitor – Mario Iavicoli 

2019-11-26-177 Authorization to Award Bid – Stump Grinding Services Re-Bid 

2019-11-26-178 Authorization to Appoint a Designated Employer Representative for 

Drug Testing CDL Drivers 

2019-11-26-179 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications – 2019 

Holiday Display 

2019-11-26-180 Authorization to Extend Award of Bid B-12/2018 for the Furnishing & 

Delivery of Sodium Chloride and Pre-Treated Liquid Enhanced Sodium 

Chloride as a Member of the Camden County Cooperative Pricing 

System #57-CCCP 

2019-11-26-181 Authorization to Approve Charitable Clothing Bin Application 

 

Mayor Rochford opened the Public Comment period of the meeting. 

 



 

 

Don Sabia, Woodland Avenue, complimented the Police Chief on dealing with the 

parking issues at the corner of Kings Highway and Haddon Avenue at the Starbucks.  He 

then spoke about the fact that he has been calling the Department of Public Works for 

about a year now to get the sidewalk fixed on Park Avenue, but it has yet to be 

corrected.  Mayor Rochford stated that he had discussed this with Mr. Sabia and he will 

look into the issue. 

 

Mr. Gramkowski stated that the leaf cleanup is going well.  The Mayor noted that the 3rd 

round has been started. 

 

Mr. Hess also noted that the leaf clean-up is going well and also commented that the 

workers have been very polite when he has interacted with them.  He also congratulated 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich on her election win and noted that if the population gets 

bumped to over 12,000 then the Borough could expand to five Commissioners.  He then 

suggested that a Stormwater Management Commissioner should be formed and he 

would like to volunteer to be a member.  Next, Mr. Hess commented that in an effort to 

have a more transparent government he would like to get answers to questions that had 

been submitted to Mayor Rochford previously.  The Mayor indicated that Mr. Hess could 

come in when he has his office hours and he would be happy to review those questions.  

Mr. Hess then asked about minutes to the work sessions for the website that were still 

outstanding.  The Borough Clerk replied that they are in the review process and the 

website would be updated once they are approved.  Lastly, Mr. Hess asked about the 

PATCO gate that is sometimes open on the weekends and sometimes not.  There used 

to be an agreement wherein that gate was opened on weekends to allow for additional 

parking.  The Administrator noted that a number of years ago PATCO stated that they 

would no longer be able to offer that service to the Borough.  Mayor Rochford noted that 

PATCO has suspended these types of agreements at municipalities up and down the line. 

 

As there were no further questions Mayor Rochford reminded everyone about the Tree 

Lighting and Santa Parade on Friday, November 29, 2019.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:16 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


